October 1, 2000

Dear Friend:

Years ago, touring near Oxford University where her daughter was a student, Sally Wright stumbled upon an intriguing tombstone in a village cemetery that read:

“Here lyeth the body of John Pryor gent; who was murdered and found hidden in the priory garden in this parish in 1697”

Taking notes, as good writers do, Wright jotted down the epitaph, not knowing what she’d do with it -- then used it later to set up the plot of her next novel, PURSUIT AND PERSUASION (Ballantine, Mass Market Paper, October 3, 2000 ISBN: 345-42590-1).

Mystery enthusiasts are starting to notice Sally Wright. New on the classic mystery writing scene, reviewers repeatedly compare her work to Christie, Tey, Allingham and Marsh, and many other renowned writers. A skilled master of the “malice-domestic” mystery, she develops civilized, and complex plots filled with real people confronting real problems. Wright “combines the best of the American and British traditions,” according to Ralph McInerny (author of the Father Dowling mysteries), while she subtly portrays evil as a darkness we all have to fight. As pointed out by Insight magazine, Wright writes evil as something “homegrown as it almost always is. It’s done by people just like those in the book who happen to let one or two of the seven deadlies get the better of them.” For sure, Wright’s characters have flaws, which are sometimes disguised and enticingly complicated, but the common denominator for Wright is her creation of believable people up against hard decisions. “I want to make real, compelling characters and let them get caught in complex tangles of good and evil that could actually happen in real life.”
Wright fans have also discovered the many “extras” which make for a delightful part of their reading experience. One of these is the comprehensive research she does before she is ready to write a new book. Traveling, interviewing and even “living” the lives of her characters, Wright’s books ring with accuracy and authenticity --yet, she is quick to edit too, if an expert tells her she’s “hit a wrong note.” 

In addition to plunging readers into the lives of unusual places and people, Wright uses her writing as a framework upon which she subtly supports her strong opinions about human beings, our country, academia, politics, and many of the beliefs with which we mold our lives.  “I pick at human behavior in a lot of contexts, turning over ethics and modern morality, hoping to help all of us consider our own lives and how we ought to live.” 

In the “Q & A” attached, you will have an opportunity to get to know more about Sally Wright, her writing, and her ideas. I hope you will then want to let your audience learn about Sally Wright too, and her new novel, PURSUIT AND PERSUASION. 

Cordially,

Laura Donnelly and Aimee Daly @ 212/691-9707

