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ARCHIVIST AND SLEUTH BEN REESE INVESTIGATES

SCANDALOUS MURDER ON A GEORGIA SEA ISLAND

Wright’s Fourth Classic Mystery Weaves Intriguing Setting with Real -Life Controversies over Euthanasia, Eminent Domain, and the Choices One Makes Between Good and Evil

Praise for Sally Wright’s Previous Books

“There’s an art to the academic mystery, and Sally S. Wright has it pretty much mastered in her Ben Reese series.”

-The New York Times Book Review

“Sally Wright (has) created a strong and interesting protagonist in Ben Reese.”

-Publishers Weekly 

“Publish and Perish is put together with polish and precision. It echoes such classic writers as Dorothy Sayers and Ngaio Marsh without in any way imitating them.”

-The Washington Times

“ Involving and compelling…that rare combination of challenging classic mystery and compelling action novel.”

-The Dallas Morning News

OUT OF THE RUINS, by Sally Wright (Multnomah Publishers, Paperback Original, February 2003, ISBN:1-59052-031-9), grows from old seed sown on Cumberland Island, a wild Georgia sea island festering with family secrets and half-hidden hatreds. It’s Hannah Hill who pays the price when she dies suddenly in her old, white-pillared house, where she’s lain bedridden with MS for years. Everyone assumes she has died of the pneumonia she’d been battling, but Ben Reese, university archivist, former WWII scout and hero of Wright’s previous books Publish and Perish, Pride and Predator, and Pursuit and Persuasion, sees reason to think Hannah Hill was murdered.  

Days before her death, Hannah had told Ben about a “disguised nighttime intruder” she assumed she’d dreamed or imagined. Yet Ben comes to believe the intruder was linked to Hannah’s death. Propelled by clues he digs up on Cumberland Island, his acute sense of human nature, and his skills as an ex-WW II scout, Ben starts an investigation that takes him up and down the southeast coast to Fernandina Beach, St. Mary’s, St. Simon’s Island, Savannah, Beaufort, Charleston, Asheville and Tryon, North Carolina, as he searches for evidence that will reveal Hannah’s killer. 

~over~

The suspects, Ben discovers, are many, for the residents of Cumberland Island are tangled in troubles of their own making. Displaced descendants of revolutionary war general Nathanael Greene believe they have the right to Hannah’s inherited land - among them a self-seeking real estate agent who has covetous plans for Cumberland. National park bureaucrats, opposed by Hannah but pressed by a local politician, are threatening to take Cumberland by right of eminent domain. Several islanders are hiding questionable pasts, including involvement in earlier mercy killings. But Ben still reminds himself that the killer could come from Hannah’s family.  

Touching upon the controversial subjects of euthanasia, property rights and eminent domain, as well as the complex tangles of good and evil that occur in everyday life, OUT OF THE RUINS explores the status of modern morality. Wright hopes that OUT OF THE RUINS will help all of us “consider our own lives and how we ought to live.”

Wright’s mysteries entail an outstanding amount of research. For OUT OF THE RUINS, Wright read biographies of the Lee family, the Nathanael Greene family, Eli Whitney and James J. Hill. She researched opera singing, wildlife illustrators, a considerable number of painters, antique stores in the south, multiple sclerosis,  pneumonia, the intracoastal waterway from Cumberland Island to Fernandina Beach, so that all those topics could be accurately portrayed in her book. 

There’s also the never-ending work Wright does in order to deepen her understanding of Ben Reese’s archival expertise. This year she attended a three-day conference at the Metropolitan Museum in New York where microbiologists, conservators and archivists met to discuss the science and art of cleaning and restoring artifacts damaged by microbes. While there, she also researched the sculptor Ghiberti for her next book. 

Says Wright, “Part of what I love about the Ben Reese novels is that I am able to write about unusual undertakings and interesting places that most readers don’t have the time or opportunity to learn about themselves. Which means I get the pleasure of traveling to places I wouldn’t go otherwise, studying local history, and meeting new people.”

The fourth book in the Ben Reese series, OUT OF THE RUINS, will entertain and fascinate readers with an appreciation for the classic academic mystery. 

About the Author TC \l1 "
Sally Wright, a finalist for the Mystery Writers of America’s Edgar Allan Poe Award, has written three earlier Ben Reese mysteries - Publish and Perish, Pride and Predator, and Pursuit and Persuasion. Sally lives with her husband in Northwestern Ohio where they’ve raised two children. 
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