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ABOUT SALLY S. WRIGHT

Sally Wright is the author of three previous Ben Reese mysteries: Publish and Perish, Pride and Predator, and Pursuit and Persuasion, which was a Mystery Writers of America Edgar Allan Poe Award Finalist in 2001. In her newest mystery, Out of the Ruins, Reese investigates on a coastal island of Georgia.

Wright was born obsessed with books, and her ambition to write novels dates back to the age of six. After earning a degree in oral interpretation of literature at Northwestern University, she went on to complete graduate work at the University of Washington and published many biographical articles, including pieces on Malcolm Muggeridge and Nikolai Tolstoy, Leo’s grandnephew.

Reviewers repeatedly compare Wright’s work to that of Agatha Christie, Dorothy Sayers, Josephine Tey, Margery Allingham, and Ngaio Marsh. Wright herself says that her literary influences range from Sayers and Marsh to Tolstoy and Jane Austen, from P.D. James to Dick Francis. 

“And yet it’s C.S. Lewis who’s probably influenced me most through the whole body of his work,” says Wright. “In his Chronicles of Narnia and his ‘metaphysical novels,’ The Great Divorce and The Screwtape Letters, he uses ‘light’ fiction to talk about what T.S. Eliot called ‘the permanent things’-consideration of morality, of origin, and spiritual meaning. It was those books that inspired me to write mysteries to begin with.”

Wright is a master at portraying believable people who are up against hard decisions. “I want to make real, compelling characters and let them get caught in complex tangles of good and evil that could actually happen in real life.” 

Another satisfying aspect of the Wright reading experience is the comprehensive research she does before she is ready to write a new book. Traveling, interviewing and even “living” the lives of her characters, Wright’s books ring with accuracy and authenticity.

Sally Wright and her husband live in the country in Northwestern Ohio and are the parents of two grown children.

