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Real People, Research, Real Places Inspire Edgar Finalist Mystery Author’s Life and Work

Sally Wright says her Ben Reese books about a university archivist who’d been a behind-the-lines scout in WWII (who’s based on a real person) are often answers to questions. “How could Ben Reese having taken a WWII Tech Team behind-the-lines to search for Nazi science in1945 be connected to a murder in Scotland in 1962?” Watches Of The Night (ISBN: 978-0727866189), the 5th Ben Reese novel, that’s about to be published, is the answer to that question.  
The places Wright goes, and the research she does, help her come up with those answers. She always visits the areas where the books are set, usually more than once. She’ll get trained too to work with raptors, or sculpt stone, or restore paintings – whatever it takes to understand her characters and their places in the plot.

Wright says lots of writers have influenced her work: Samuel Johnson and Dorothy L. Sayers, Tolstoy and Jane Austen, PD James and Dick Francis. “And like Dick Francis’s books, they’re always horses in mine. Yet, its C.S. Lewis who’s probably influenced me the most through the whole body of his work. In his Chronicles of Narnia and his space trilogy he uses genre fiction to talk about what T.S. Eliot called, ‘the permanent things’ – consideration of morality, or origin, and spiritual meaning. It was those books, and the classic English mysteries, that inspired me to write mysteries to begin with.”
Review copies and interviews upon request.
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